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of the magnificent marble drapery, which once adorned the colossal
statue of Demeter or Persephone in the sanctuary of the two goddesses
at Lycosura, in Arcadia; for on that drapery are carved rows of semi-
human, semi-bestial figures dancing and playing musical instruments;
the bodies of the figures are those of women, but their heads, paws,
and feet are those of animals. Among the heads set on the figures
are those of a horse, a pig, a cat or a hare, and apparently an ass.1
It is reasonable to suppose that these dancing figures represent a
ritual dance which was actually performed in the rites of Demeter
and Persephone by masked men or women, who personated the
goddesses in their character of beasts.

1 See my note on Fausanias, viii. 37. 3 (vol iv. pp. 375